
Solving the Big Bird Migration Puzzle: 
Some random personal stories of leg flags and colour bands on the EAAF 
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Marking shorebirds in the EAAF

• 1980s

• 1990s

• Early 2000s

• 2003

• 2005

Black-tailed Godwit (NW Aus.) Great Knot (NW Aus.)

Red Knot (NW Aus. & NZ)Bar-tailed Godwit (NW Aus. & NZ)



Remember your first flag sighting?



Let’s go scanning!
Birdring.nl/en/



2020 – May to Sep



Bar-tailed Godwit JEB - the predictable?

Photo by GUAN Xiangyu

• First captured in 2000 (1st year bird)

• Caught again in 2006 and 2012

• Receive elf JEB (Mar-2012)

• 9-year record!



Great Knot 2YBRY – the invisible?

• Banded in Nov-2007 (born in 2006) 

Yangkou, Rudong, Nantong, Jiangsu (32.53, 121.30) China (mainland)



Red Knot 1GNNN – the shadow?

• Banded in Jul-2019 (1st year bird)

• Seen both northward and southward!



Channels to report sightings

• AWSG Flag sighting Co-Ordinator (by AWSG volunteer)
• flagging@awsg.org.au

• “Shorebird leg-flag sightings in the EAAF” Facebook Group
• https://www.facebook.com/groups/175781629137442

• “Shorebird Resighting Information on EAAF” (by TWSG)
• http://resights.birdband.org/index.php

• “Reporting waterbird rings and flags sightings”
• https://flagsightings.wordpress.com/intro-eng/

mailto:flagging@awsg.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/175781629137442
http://resights.birdband.org/index.php
https://flagsightings.wordpress.com/intro-eng/


Keep looking, as you never know which piece of puzzle you might find!

THANK YOU!

Photo by HAN Yongqiang

Special thanks to Global Flyway Network, Australasian Wader Studies Group,
Spoon-billed Sandpiper in China


