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Message from the Controller of Wildlife
Sarawak is located less than a degree north of the equator and has 
an equatorial climate throughout the year. With a coastline of about 
1,035km long, its coastal habitat consists of sandy beaches, tidal flats 
and rocky shores. Migratory birds are birds which fly from the northern 
hemisphere to our part of the world during the winter period and return 
again to breed in summer. These birds depend on tidal flats as their 
feeding areas.

In Sarawak, conservation of migratory birds began way back in 
1985/6 where surveys were conducted by Interwader (now Wetlands

International after merging with several entities) in conjunction with NPWO, Forest
Department Sarawak. Surveys were mainly aerial and land where boats were used to approach areas 
where the birds were found in large numbers and surveys were concentrated on the west coast of
Sarawak with Pulau Patok-Bruit as a major wintering site.

Since then sporadic surveys on the site has been carried out and numbers were found to be
dwindling. Twenty years later in 2006, another extensive survey was carried out by SFC and 
JOCV volunteers along the Sarawak coastline. This time the survey or better known as AWC 
concentrated on the southern coastline and most of the surveys were on land where large
concentrations of birds were recorded on the western coast of Sarawak with the highest at Bako 
Buntal Bay, Kota Samarahan and Kuala Paloh. However numbers of shorebirds recorded at 
Pulau Patok-Bruit showed a drastic decline even though numbers of egrets and terns remain the 
same as previous surveys in the 80s.

Bako Buntal Bay remained quite significant a part of Sarawak coastline due to large numbers 
of migratory birds recorded and also species which were globally threatened. Overall there was 
an increase of 16.52% in 2006 from 3.78% in total number of birds (waders including egrets 
and terns) as recorded in the 1985 survey; comparisons were made between the different sectors 
of coastline surveyed. Such species include the Chinese egret which comprises over 80% of 
egrets recorded and is categorized as ‘vulnerable’. A small number of Nordmann’s greenshank 
was also recorded which is considered ‘endangered’ and Far Eastern curlew which is ‘near
threatened.’ Several interesting observations were made in the AWC in 2009, where sightings 
were made of a pied avocet, an oystercatcher, and a skua (seabird of temperate seas) which were 
also first records for Borneo.

As a result, efforts were made to further enhance awareness on the importance of BBB as a 
major wintering site, thus the partnership to EAAFP. In securing the site as a Flyway Site, the 
initiative also enhanced Malaysia partnership to the EAAFP.

It is an honour for me to congratulate the team of Sarawak Forestry and the consultant as well 
as major stakeholders from agencies such as State Planning Unit, MRPE, DBKU and MNS
involved in putting up this dossier.

HAJI SAPUAN AHMAD
Controller of Wildlife,
Forest Department, Sarawak



iii

Message from the Chief Executive Officer
We are privileged to live in a State which hosts a plethora of
biodiversity including migratory birds from the order Charadriiformes 
which breeds in the northern hemisphere and flies thousands of
kilometres southwards during the winter and in the process, stop at
“refueling stations” where they feed and replenish energy supplies
before they continue their journey back to their breeding grounds.

Bako Buntal Bay (BBB) as covered by this document is one of the
areas where this group of birds has been recorded in numbers and BBB 
fulfills the criteria of being a Flyway site on the East Asian-Australasian

Flyway Partnership. The Bay is also listed as one of the Important Bird Areas (IBAs) in
Malaysia, globally significant as an important site for waterbirds.

The Bako Buntal Bay spans an area of 2,800 hectares starting from the tip of the Santubong
Peninsula and ends at Batang Sadong in the second division, and is owned or looked after 
by various stakeholders for various uses from national parks, private land, companies, local
authorities, factories, agricultural activities, local communities, state lands, mangrove reserves, 
tidal flats and water bodies.

The Sarawak State Government has been exploring options to develop a Site Management Plan 
for the Bako Buntal Bay East Asian-Australasian Flyway Network Site which is located close 
to Kuching, with the primary aim to strategically merge the management needs of a globally 
significant wetland with the development needs of the State Capital of Sarawak.

This document is required to address various development and conservation needs or efforts 
that might affect the habitat and population of migratory birds ensuring that the site continues to 
serve as staging and wintering sites for these birds.

WONG TING CHUNG
Chief Executive Officer
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Foreword by DGM, PABC
The document dossier is written here with the purpose of conserving
migratory waterbirds and their habitat with participation of local
stakeholders. It is not a conventional conservation plan but takes into 
consideration sustainable use of the area and habitat conservation as 
well as concepts for developing sustainable use activities, projects or 
programmes. The main thrust of the document is conservation and
tourism along the bay.

The Dossier outlines conceptual needs to be considered and is
included in a well-designed, internationally credible and locally relevant

Sustainable Use Concept document for the site in context with its proximity with the State
Capital, two national parks and the current and future multiple use of coastal resources.

The Dossier describes the need for this project and how the project will deliver an innovative 
approach for the wise use of a wetland to benefit both conservation and economic growth. The 
document will provide evidence base for the State Government to assess, seek and secure funds 
for its implementation.

This document is a desk-based conceptualization of opportunities for developing and managing 
the Bako Buntal Bay Flyway Network Site to support:

	 • Conservation and wise use of globally important waterbird populations (resident and
	    migratory)
	 • Recreational needs of tourism along the coast north of Kuching City for visitors and 
	   residents
	 • Needs of and opportunities for the local residents of the larger area (Kg Buntal,
	   Kg Bako, Kg Moyan, Asajaya)
	 • Future expansion of existing tourism product which is the Damai/Santubong peninsula
	 • Long term maintenance of biodiversity values and ecosystem services of the two
	   national parks (Santubong National Park and Bako National Park)

This dossier was prepared by Rebecca D’Cruz, with initial discussions with a team of
stakeholders from State Planning Unit, Ministry of Resource Planning & Environment, Dewan 
Bandaraya Kuching Utara and Malaysian Nature Society and a number of Sarawak Forestry 
staff.

Oswald Braken Tisen
Deputy General Manager
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